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Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

Introduction

The format and methodology for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) has
been carried out in general accordance with the recommendations contained within the
e ‘The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact’ (GLVIA) 3 Edition published
jointly in 2013 by The Landscape Institute and The Institute of Environmental
Management and Assessment
and
e Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/2009. Use of photography and photomontage in
landscape and visual assessment.
The baseline condition of the site has therefore been established and an assessment of the
positive and negative impacts in terms of landscape, visual effects and landscape character
has been made. Where deviance is made from the Guidelines, this will be clearly stated
within the text of the report.

LVIA can be carried out either as part of a broader Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
or as a stand alone appraisal of the possible landscape and visual effects of a proposed
development. The overall principles are the same but there are specific and clearly defined
procedures in EIA which LVIA must fit within. In standalone assessments the process is
informal and there is more flexibility. The guidelines are not prescriptive but adherence to the
approach is considered best practice within the industry and professional peers.

Effects on landscape and visual receptors are assessed separately following the steps set
out in Figure 1 and Figure 2. The assessment seeks not to place over reliance on matrices
and tables to establish significance of effects but to balance this with a clear and accessible
narrative and explanation. The assessment seeks to distinguish between significant effects
that are likely to influence the eventual decision making process and those of lesser concern.

The assessment processes detailed are carried out for construction effects and for
operational effects including the residual effects after mitigation. In some cases, particularly
for EIA, the possible links between landscape and visual effects and effects identified in other
topics i.e. noise effects, hydrology effects etc., may need to be considered. Special
consideration may also apply in respect of cumulative effects that may result from an
individual project that is being assessed interacting with the effects of other proposed
development in the area.

Through both desktop study and site visits the landscape resource of a site and the
surrounding area are assessed and principle features and characteristics identified. Desktop
study is carried out to identify existing character assessments for the region or district, to
locate existing designations within the development plan, to establish relevant planning policy
which may influence the proposal and to any other literature which references the site and
features of the surrounding locality.

Field work is used to confirm the physical components, structure and constraints and
opportunities that give rise to patterns that are distinctive in the landscape and which may
serve to limit views to and from the site. For the purposes of this report the ‘surrounding area’



is defined as the landscape within 1.5 -2.0 kilometers of the LVIA study area, beyond which
the site is deemed to be indistinguishable in the landscape with insignificant effects.



Figure 1: Assessment of Landscape Effects
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Figure 2: Assessment of Visual Effects
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Description of the development proposals

The basic characteristics of the proposals are understood by means of assessing plans,
contours and levels, structure and form of the development. Sections/cross sections are
studied or generated. Where appropriate 3D modelling with on and off site landscape
structure planting incorporated, and photomontages generated to reflect form, planting,
materials and colours to assist in the assessment. Once the development is finalized it is
described in appropriate detail and life cycle stages extrapolated.

Scope of Study Area and Zone of Theoretical Visibility

The geographical study area is defined and an outline of the extent of landscape character
and/or extent/disposition of visual receptors likely to be significantly affected either directly or
indirectly. In order to identify land resources and visual receptors that may be affected by
development, a 7.5 kilometres radius Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) to include the site
and the surrounding landscape, can be produced to illustrate the worst case extent of the
potential visibility of the proposed development. Where the built development is particularly
tall, or where receptors or viewpoints or landscapes of value exist the scope may be
extended according. The ZTV is usually produced using Digital Terrain Models (DTM), which
is based on Ordnance Survey (OS) data at 1:50,000 scale with contours at 10 metres
intervals with a viewer height of 1.6 metres. Alternatively, a manual process of drawing
radiating sections through the landscape away from the proposals may be used in certain
cases where a rough estimation of the ZTV is deemed sufficient. The ZTV identifies the
maximum area over which it is theoretically possible to see some part of the proposed
development, but does not take account of screening that may result from vegetation,
localized variation in topography and built form.

Zone of Visual Influence

It should be noted that the ZTV cannot indicate the potential visual impacts of a development,
nor show the likely significance of effects. They are used as a working tool to inform
assessment and do not convey the nature or magnitude of visual impacts. The actual visual
effects of the proposed development are assessed through a more detailed analysis of
specific viewpoints, based on field survey work. In combination with site visits, this
information enables the identification of a provisional list of viewpoints and allows the
determining authority to judge how representative these are and whether they include
particularly sensitive vantage points. The range of landscape and the range of people and
viewpoints is summarized and agreed with the Local Planning Authority (LPA). At this time
the ZTV is refined and a Zone of Visual Influence (ZVI) is determined and plotted. For certain
assessments a ZVI is prepared without the production of a ZTV.
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Site survey and field work

The surrounding road network driven and local public rights of way are walked. Positive and
detracting elements in the landscape are recorded, including the general land use and
susceptibility and value/quality of the site and surrounding area. Viewpoints are identified
based on public viewpoints (public rights of way) and best effort made to establish where
potential sensitive, partial and open views of the site can be observed. Private viewpoints
(residential properties) and there orientation and occupancy are also considered, key distant
viewpoints identified to determine the wider impact on the landscape and where development
has the potential to affect the value and character of existing views.

Photographs

Photographic surveys of the site and photographic viewpoints are made using a prime lens
(AF-S NIKKRO 35mm 1:1.8G) on a digital SLR camera (Nikon D3100) which allows for
images to be reproduced as close to that which is generally equivalent to the focal length of
the human eye. The height of the surveyor, data relating to the weather conditions, grid
references and other relevant data are recorded.

Baseline and Character Assessment

Landscape character assessments is a tool for understanding the landscape and can be
used to inform baseline studies and guidance documents. The Landscape Character
Assessment Guidance defines landscape character as:
“A distinct, recognizable and distinct pattern of elements in the landscape and which
makes landscapes different from one another, rather than better or worse.”

They are used to identify and describe:

» the elements that make up the landscape including:

o physical influences which are quantifiable and include features such as hills, valleys,
trees, hedges, ponds, geology, soils, land;

o land cover, including different types of vegetation and patterns and types of tree
cover;

o the influence of human activity, including land use and management, the character of
settlements and buildings, and pattern and type of fields and enclosure.

» The aesthetic and perceptual aspects of the landscape — such as, for example, its scale,
complexity, openness, tranquility or wilderness;

» The overall character of the landscape in the appraisal area, including any distinctive
Landscape Character Types or areas that can be identified, and the particular
combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement.
This includes the elements, aesthetics and perceptual aspects that make each landscape
distinctive, usually by identification as a key characteristic of the landscape.

Landscape Character Assessments that are published and adopted by Local Authorities are
usually the most robust and considered documents. Use should also be made of any existing
historic characterisation studies to provide information on the time depth dimension of the
landscape as the relationship between landscape and historic landscape matters is close.



A 7.0 Predicting, describing, assessing Landscape Effects
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Establishing value of the landscape

As part of the baseline, description of the value of the potentially affected landscape needs to
be established. The ‘relative value that is attached to different landscapes by society’ is
considered. To ascertain this value landscape designations such as National Parks, National
Scenic Areas, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are used as a starting point alongside
other evidence such as designations on TPOs, listed buildings or registered landscapes,
Village Design Statements, Conservation appraisals, recognised special historical or cultural
or artistic sites or associations, tourism, promoted routes (routes, public rights of way,
bridleways, cycleways) or other promotional literature, individual elements and/or aesthetic/
perceptual aspects, and/or statements relating to landscape conservation or strategic
management noted in Landscape Character Assessments are taken as indicators of value.
However, it should be noted that the fact that an area is not designated either nationally of
locally does not mean that it does not have value. Condition of the landscape is also one
determinant of value. The condition of the different landscape types or areas including
evidence for change in that condition is also assessed.

Factors that influence value may include:

Landscape quality (condition) including the extent to which typical character is represented
in individual areas and the intactness of the landscape;

Scenic quality and the appeal to the senses;

Rarity of features or elements;

Representativeness and whether the landscape contains particular characters of the wider
area which are considered important examples;

Conservation interests such as ecological interest, archaeological or historical interest etc.
which have value or protection in their own right;

Recreational value where the experience of the landscape is important;

Perceptual aspects such as wildness or tranquility

Associations as with artists or events in history etc.

Landscape value and quality is usually judged from Very high to low depending on the
degree of value criteria which holds true or represented on the appraisal site and can be
assessed using the judgment criteria in both Table A and Table B.

Susceptibility to change

Susceptibility to change needs to be considered. This is the ability of the landscape to
accommodate or absorb change without undue consequences for the maintenance of the
baseline situation and the achievement of planning policies or future strategies.

Susceptibility of the landscape to change is usually judged from Very high to low depending
on the likelihood of change to occur and be perceptible based on the type of development
that is proposed. Development can potentially bring about:
o A change in and/or partial or complete loss of elements, features, or aesthetic or
perceptual characteristics, that have been identified as contributing to the character
and distinctiveness of the landscape;
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o The addition of new elements or features that could influence the character and
distinctiveness of the landscape;
o A combination effect of these that could bring about changes in overall character.
The susceptibility can be assessed using the judgment criteria in Table C.

Landscape sensitivity

An appraisal of sensitivity is made regarding a landscape in which judgments on the
susceptibility of the landscape (to the particular type of change or development proposed)
and the value attached to the landscape are combined. This is usually expressed in a
narrative form on a scale ranging from low, through medium, to high. The basis for the
judgment shall be clear and linked back to the baseline study but information contained in
Table D can assist in this judgment.

Landscape Effects
Landscape effects may include:

o The degree of change in and/or partial or complete loss of elements, features, or
aesthetic or perceptual characteristics that contribute to the character and
distinctiveness of the existing landscape resource;

o The addition of new elements or features that will influence the character and
distinctiveness of the landscape;

o The combined effect of these to changes in overall character.

Effects may be beneficial, neutral or adverse and a judgment is made taking account of:
o the degree to which the proposals fit with existing character;
o the contribution to the landscape the development may make in its own right, even if
in contrast to that character.

Magnitude of change

Size or Scale

Judgements are made about the size and scale of change as a result on each effect:

The extent of existing landscape elements that will be lost, the proportion of the total extent
that this area represents and the contribution of that element to the character of the
landscape;

o The degree to which the aesthetic or perceptual aspects of the landscape are altered
either by removal of the existing components of the landscape or by the addition of
new ones;

o Whether the effect changes the key characteristic of the landscape, which are critical
to its distinctiveness character.

Geographical Factors
Judgements are made in respect of extent of geographical effect (as distinct from the size
and scale) which may occur:
o at site level, within the development site itself;
at the level of the immediate setting of the site;
at the scale of the landscape type of character area within which the proposal
lies; and,
on a larger scale, influencing several landscape types or character areas.

o O O O



A7.11

A712

AT7.13

AT7.14

AT7.15

Duration and Reversibility of the Landscape Effects

An assessment is made as to duration i.e. short term (e.g. 0-5 years), medium term e.g. 5-10
years) or long term (e.g. 10-25 years). Reversibility is a judgement on the prospects and
practicality of the effect(s) being reversed. Some development, like housing, is considered
permanent, whereas others, of a limited life and could eventually be removed and/or land re-
instated.

Indirect effects are considered, being effects that are a consequence of direct effects often
occurring away from the site.

Magnitude of landscape effect
The magnitude of change is assessed in accordance with the criteria in Table E.

Significance of landscape effect

The correlation between sensitivity and magnitude of effect is determined to give the
significance of landscape impact in accordance with Table F. Where the overall effect is
considered neutral the reasons for that assessment are stated.

Descriptors of the significance of landscape effects which assist in the overall analysis are
stated in Table G.



A 8.0 Predicting, describing, assessing Visual Effects
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Baseline Visual Assessment

The ZTV and/or the ZVI established at the scoping stage is reviewed and defined in more
detail where information is available and/or the design has changed. The types of viewers
(receptors) and likely numbers affected are considered together with the places where
viewers would be affected. These are principally various forms of public access including
public rights of way (PRoW) and highway transport routes. Work places are also considered
and, subject to consultation with the LPA, residential receptors may also be considered
although they do not have a right to a view in planning terms. The nature, composition and
characteristics of the viewpoints, including the direction of the view are established together
with visual characteristics such as the nature and extent of the skyline, aspects of visual
scale and proportion and key foci. Elements such as land form, buildings and vegetation
which may interrupt, filter or influence the setting of a view are considered. Field and desk top
work will also identify particularly important views and vantage points.

Identifying visual receptors and interactions between the proposals and the visual
receptors

The viewpoints from which the a proposed development will actually be seen is about
assessing the responses to changes in views and visual amenity depending on the context
(location, time of day, season, degree of exposure to views) and the purpose for being in a
particular place (for example recreation, residence or employment, or passing through on
roads or other modes of transport). During passage through the landscape, certain activities
or locations may be specifically associated with the experience and enjoyment of the
landscape, such as the use of public footpaths, bridleways, cycleways, long distance trails,
tourist or scenic routes and associated viewpoints.

Viewpoints selected for the assessment fall broadly into three categories:

Representative viewpoints which represent a larger number of viewpoints which cannot
practically be included;

Specific viewpoints which illustrate a promoted view, vantage point or a viewpoint with
particular cultural landscape associations;

lllustrative viewpoints which demonstrates a particular effect or specific issue, for example,
the restricted visibility at certain locations.

Sequential views along routes are also considered where appropriate.

The potential range of visual effects are considered including:
o Nature of the view of the development partial/full/glimpsed;
Proportion of the development visible;
Distance to development;
Whether stationary or transient or sequential;
Nature of changes;
Seasonal effects.

o O O O O
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Susceptibility of visual receptors to change
The susceptibility of different receptors to changes in views and visual amenity is mainly a
function of:
o The occupation or activity of people experiencing the view at a particular location;
o The extent to which their attention or interest may be focused on the views and the
visual amenity they experience at a particular location.

The visual receptors most susceptible to change area generally likely to include:

o Residents at home' (subject to agreement regarding the value of private views and
the combined effect on a number of residents in one area);

o People engaged in outdoor recreation, including using public rights of way,
bridleways and long distance promoted paths/trails whose attention may be focused
on the landscape or particular views;

o Visitors to heritage asset or attractions where views are an important contributor to
the experience;

o Communities where views contribute to the landscape setting enjoyed by residents in
the area;

Travellers on road, rail or other modes of transport tend to fall into an immediate category of
moderate susceptibility to change. Where travel involves recognised scenic routes
awareness of views is likely to be particularly high.

Visual receptors likely to be less sensitive to change include:
o People engaged in outdoor sport or recreation which does not involve an
appreciation of the views of the landscape;
o People at work whose attention is not focused on their surroundings and where views
are not important to the quality of their working life.

Susceptibility of Visual Receptors is usually judged from Very high to very low depending
on the location and activity of the receptor and can be assessed using the judgment criteria in
Table H.

Value attached to views
Judgments are made about the value attached to the views experienced taking into account
factors which can include:

o Views recognised with heritage assets;

o Inclusion within planning documents and designations (e.g. Landscape Character
assessments or Village Design Statements, Neighbourhood Plans or Management
Strategies);

o Views available to visitors and signified by appearance in guide books, tourist maps,
provision of facilities for their enjoyment (i.e. parking places, sign boards),
interpretative material;

o Views referenced in literature or art.

UlIn English law private residents cannot protect the view that they have from their house or land. However, the
purpose of Visual Impact Assessment is to determine the likely principle significant effects upon views to enable both
the mitigation of adverse impacts and a judgment to be made whether in aggregation the residual effects are justified
by the wider outcomes of the proposals. The importance of views from either residential or any other receptors
should therefore not be downplayed in the context of an LVIA on this basis.
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Visual amenity value is usually judged from Very high to low depending on the degree of
value criteria which is represented or evidenced on the appraisal site and can be assessed
using the judgment criteria in Table I.

Visual sensitivity

An appraisal of sensitivity for each receptor is made in which judgments on the susceptibility
of the receptor and the value attached to the views are combined. This is usually expressed
in a narrative form on a scale ranging from low, through medium, high to very high but
information contained in Table J can assist in this judgment. Receptor types may be grouped
together to assess their relative sensitivity to the proposals.

Magnitude of Effects
Effects are assessed and described for each receptor with reference to representative and/or
specific viewpoints. The size of scale, geographical extent and duration and reversibility of
the change in the view are assessed. Consideration of the scale and geographical extent of
change takes into account:

o The scale in change of view;
Degree in contrast or integration within the view;
Amount of time visible,
Angle of view; and distance from receptor
Extent of area over which changes visible;
The potential for weather conditions to restrict views;
The principle aspect of the viewpoints/viewers;
The potential for the development to attract the eye or to become a focal point in the
view.

o O O O O O O

Duration and reversibility of Visual Effects are considered where:
o Duration- can be judged on a scale of short (e.g. 0-5 years), medium term (e.g. 5-10
years) or long term (e.g. 10-25 years) although there is no fixed rule.
o Reversibility - a judgement is made on the prospects and practicality of the
particular effect being reversed.

The distance from the closest visible part the proposed development has been
defined as follows:

o Close distance views - less than 250m;

o Middle distance views - 250-1000 m; and

o Long distance views - over 1000m.

These factors are combined in order to judge the magnitude of visual effect for each
individual or group of receptors. The magnitude is then categorised as Substantial to
Negligible in accordance with the criteria in Table J.

Significance of visual effect

The correlation between sensitivity and magnitude of effects (impact) is determined to arrive
at a judgment of the overall significance of landscape effect tin accordance with Table K.
Where the overall effect is considered neutral the reasons for that assessment are stated.



A 8.19 Descriptors of the significance of visual effects categories which assist in the overall analysis
are stated in Table L.



A 9.0 Mitigation

A9.1

Proposed mitigation measures may help to reduce potentially negative landscape and visual
effects. All of the adverse landscape and visual effects that are considered likely to occur
throughout the project life cycle, including its construction and operation) may be considered
for mitigation where this is possible. Mitigating a significant adverse effect may reduce its
severity or alter its nature. Where visual effects are judged significant and adverse the
mitigation proposals and their management for the future as contained within the
development proposals for preventing/avoiding, reducing, or offsetting or compensating for
them in terms of mitigation are described. The significant visual effects remaining after
mitigation are summarized.

A10.0 Cumulative Effect

A 11.1 Cumulative effects are the additional changes caused by a proposed development in

conjunction with other similar developments or as the combined effect of a set of
developments. Cumulative landscape effects can impact on either the physical fabric or
character of the landscape, or any special values attached to it. Cumulative visual effects can
be caused by combined visibility which occurs where the observer is able to see two or more
developments from one viewpoint and/or sequential effects which occur when the observer
has to move to another viewpoint to see different developments. The baseline, timescale and
types of developments to consider are agreed early within the assessment process with the

LPA and the effects are judged in the same way as for the assessment on the landscape and
visual effects of the project itself.

A11.0 Residual Effects

A 12.1 The residual effect is the end result relating to environmental effect following mitigation at the

operational stage in both landscape and visual terms.

A12.0 Use of the Tables

A 13.1 The series of Tables are complied to guide the assessment of the landscape and visual

receptors, the value, quality and susceptibility of the landscape and to assist the assessment
of change on the landscape resource and for receptors which in turn provides a scale of
Significance of Effect. The tables have been compiled through the experience of the
company over several years of completing LVIAs within the context of current landscape
policy and guidance from the Landscape Institute and from review of such assessments by
peers within the profession. Attendance at masterclass workshops provided by the
Landscape Institute has also assisted in the compilation of the criteria. The tables provide
baseline criteria against which ‘values or judgments’ can be derived and to provide a
consistent assessment of significance. The tables, however, should not necessarily provide a
definitive scale of significance and are intended to support the narrative text of the report
when assessing both landscape and visual impact.
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TYPE1. UNDULATING ENCLOSED FARMLAND

AREA 1.C WINWICK, CULCHETH, GLAZEBROOK AND RIXTON

Description
These areas typify undulating enclosed farmland with a medium to large-scale field pattern.
The area stretches in an arc from the River Mersey in the south, through Glazebrook to

Culcheth in the north and finally wrapping around Winwick in the west.

The agriculture predominantly consists of arable fields, intensely cropped, with poorly
maintained remnant hedgerows with few hedgerow trees. Small deciduous woodlands form

backdrops to views within the landscape.

Areas of heavy clay soils have necessitated comprehensive land drainage systems although
these are not always effective, leading to ephemeral areas of standing water in low areas at
times of heavy rainfall. Other areas of lighter soils, particularly those just east of the village of

Winwick, around Southworth, are better drained and heavily cultivated.

The area contains three significant knolls to the north-west of this area, one is the large knoll
on which Winwick Church stands; a second to the north, is defined by Cop Halt Farm and
the third is at Wood Head Farm just west of the Parkside Road crossing of the M6. The A49
road north from Warrington runs just to the west of Winwick Church over the larger knoll and
then just to the east of Cop Halt Farm before crossing Oswald’s Brook at Red Bank. It
therefore follows the line of higher ground.

Associated with these knolls is another unusual feature, Oswald’s Brook, forming an anomaly
within the gently undulating landscape. The Borough boundary to the north of Winwick
follows the line of Oswald’s Brook, a fairly deeply incised stream running from the east and
discharging into Newton Brook which in turn discharges into Sankey Brook. The valley of
Oswald’s Brook is narrow, wooded and contains low exposed red sandstone cliffs.

West of Hollins Green are the Rixton Clay Pits, an area of disused clay pits, some flooded,
some partially flooded and some partially filled; these pits have been colonised by native
species, creating a rich melange of habitats and a visually complex series of intimate spaces.

Immediately north of Rixton Clay Pits and abutting Risley Moss to the west is Rixton Landfill
Site. This is a domestic refuse facility, which currently presents a whaleback form with a high



ridge running north — south. The landfill site is visually very prominent in the landscape,
particularly dominating Rixton Moss to the west.  Views from the south however are
screened by Rixton Clay Pits. There appears to be little or no mitigation works to reduce the
impact of the site.

North of Southworth Hall is a large sand quarry, screened by mounding and planting. This
sand pit adjoins an old colliery tip to the north and to the west, part of which (adjacent to the

M6) has been reclaimed.



Key Characteristics:

e Sweeping views to the north and east from the areas of Culcheth and Glazebrook
e Sweeping views to the south from the Winwick area

e Medium to often large-scale mainly arable fields

e Lack of hedgerow trees

e Hedgerows between fields often fragmented

e Deciduous wooded backdrops

¢ Rixton Clay Pits

e Rixton Landfill Site

Cultural History

Two important roads pass north-south through this area, the A49 through Winwick and the

B5212 Holcroft Lane / A574 through Glazebury. Winwick Road was a former Roman Road
of great strategic importance leading down to the bridge over the Mersey in Warrington.
Holcroft Lane, to the east, was of lesser strategic importance, but took people through the
relatively narrow gap between the mosses of the north side of the Mersey occupied by the
River Glaze. This was the route taken by the Duke of Cumberland in December 1745 in
pursuit of the retreating army of Bonnie Prince Charlie. Holcroft Lane is to the west of the
River Glaze valley leading from Wigan down to the ford of the River Mersey at Warburton.
Both roads were also important from ancient times for the movement of salt northwards from
the Cheshire saltpans.

A third important road runs east-west through the south of the area, the A57 Manchester
Road. This road follows the high ground north of the River Mersey flood plain and to the
south of the great basin formed by Rixton Moss. The road connects with the M6 to the west
and with the B5212 to the east. It is a long-established road and has some important historic
sites along it. Rixton Old Hall is just south of the road at the edge of the Mersey flood plain;
Rixton New Hall is just to the east. Hollins Green, a small village just north of the road
contains a churchyard on an ancient circular-plan site with a footpath called ‘The Weint’
running around it —suggestive of a pre-Roman origin. The lowest ford on the Mersey was at
Warburton and the road from Warburton joins the A57 just west of Hollins Green.

A fourth, locally important road runs east — west to the north of the area, connecting Winwick,
Croft, Culcheth and Glazebury. Although classed today as a minor road, it connects with the
more important north-south roads referred to above and is significant in that a number of
moated or high status sites are located either at the roadside or close to the route. These
include Winwick Church, Myddleton Hall, Southworth Hall and the former sites of Old
Kingnall Hall and Kingnall Hall. A tumulus is sited just north of the road near Myddleton Hall.
This evidence suggests that the road is probably ancient.



Winwick, the local high point, has clearly been the site of habitation for some time. A group of
five barrows or burial mounds have been discovered at Winwick, two in the late C19th and
two in modern times. One of these barrows, much disturbed, revealed Beaker pottery.

Another barrow was discovered at Southworth Hall Farm, Croft, east of Winwick, comprising
a more extensive cemetery of over 800 burials possibly focused on the Bronze Age burial
mound.

There are also a number of medieval manors scattered throughout this area, based on local
halls. These include Culcheth, Holcroft, Peasfurlong, Risley, Kenyon and Southworth, of
which Culcheth was the principal manor. Parts of these manorial holdings reached into the
adjacent mosslands and it is probable that the mosses were exploited for hunting and for
fuel. There are references to Culcheth having four plough-lands in 1212. Holcroft and Hurst
appear to have had a number of water mills, implying a fairly substantial area of cereals. The
site of at least one mill is probably close to Holcroft Hall - to the south of the Hall in the
southern arm of Crow Wood. The 1832 Tithe Map records the name of this arm of woodland
as Mill Ground. The picture of medieval Glazebrook, Culcheth and Winwick appears to be of
mixed farmland, as now, with cereals being grown on the lighter soils such as around
Southworth and grazing being practised on the heavier clay soils.

Holcroft Hall is one of a chain of probably early medieval sites (many of the others being
moated) which stood along the line of Pennington Brook / Glaze Brook and running north —
south along the road between Wigan and the Mersey ford at Warburton. These building
complexes would have had some strategic value as is confirmed by the recent discovery of a
Bronze Age promontory fort and settlement at nearby Little Woolden Hall on the eastern side
of the River Glaze (just outside the Borough boundary).
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Key:

= Site Boundary

Post 1988 Agricultural Land Classification (England) (date from Magicmap.com)

Grade 4

[ Other

Grade 2

[ Grade 3A

N\

Grade 3B

PEEL HALL, WARRINGTON

appletons

APPENDIX 2

Agricultural Land Classification

Scale: NTS

Landscape Architecture « Ecology « Enviromental Planning & Assessment« Aboriculture
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